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Overview
This PhD will identify how new rates and geographies of moving house within countries reflect inequalities across social groups in the ability to move residentially and how these new forms of socially selective residential mobility reinforce socio-economic inequalities between places. Comparative case studies of the UK and China will allow exploration of varying social and economic contexts to understand contemporary population dynamics. The student will be trained in analysis of large population datasets and will work in the vibrant research environment of the Population and Health Research Group and Centre for Population Change.  

Rationale and Research Questions
The slowdown in internal migration since the 1980s has been recognised in a number of countries including the USA and England and Wales (e.g. Molloy, Smith & Wozniak, 2011 on USA; Champion et al 2018). In the UK, evidence suggests that it is a reduction in short, local ﻿residential moves that is driving the migration slowdown with relative stability over time in inter-regional migration (Champion & Shuttleworth, 2017). ﻿This decline in mobility is not unique to the West but reflects a broader global trend with varying dynamics. For example, China, long characterized as a hyper-mobile country since its economic reforms in the 1980s, exhibits similar trends. Despite its large number of migrants, China is experiencing new forces deterring mobility, such as high housing prices in big cities (Mu, Cui & Cui, 2021), a pursuit of improved quality of life, and population ageing and more coordinated regional development strategies (Shi, Liu & Feng, 2024). 
In a context of housing price inflation and increasing homeownership inaccessibility (Arundel & Ronald, 2021), this migration slowdown can diminish economic vitality and housing market dynamics while fostering stagnation and undermining individual and community wellbeing (Cooke, 2013; Frey, 2009). Crucially, it is likely that this reduction in residential mobility is not experienced evenly across places and populations, reinforcing social and spatial inequalities. However, updated and systematic research remains to be conducted on the changing patterns, drivers and consequences of new trends in migration within countries. 
﻿Against this background, this project incorporates a complementary case study approach and interrogates whether residential mobility is continuing to slow down, the reasons for this, and consequences of it. The following questions are asked:
﻿➢ RQ1 - TRENDS: Do trends in residential mobility demonstrate a slowdown as for past decades? How does this vary across population groups and places ((re)producing social inequalities)? How do these (variegated) trends differ in the UK and China?
➢ RQ2 - DRIVERS: How are individual/family level and structural factors associated with residential mobility trends in the UK and China? How does this reflect (and reinforce) social inequalities?
➢ RQ3 – CONSEQUENCES: What population groups and places gain and lose from the (new) patterns of residential mobility in both contexts?
➢ RQ4 – RETHEORISATION: Drawing on complimentary case studies, how might theories of internal migration be revised through an inequalities and international lens?
The two case study places, Britain and China, contrast i﻿n demographics and urban structure yet both have experienced house price inflation and regional convergence in labour and housing markets, ﻿which have important implications for migration dynamics (Cui et al, 2023; Chen & Wu, 2022; Arundel & Ronald, 2021). Such a complementary/comparative approach will invite thinking about mobilities through “elsewhere” and globally (Robinson, 2016), ﻿decolonise population geography (Finney et al 2024) and encourage questions, explanations and discussion about the absence/presence of consequences. Overall, this project will critically address and retheorise how internal migration represents and reproduces social and spatial inequalities, providing original contribution to scholarly debate that is pertinent to policy concerns around housing, urban change, social mobility and levelling up.

Data and methods
The England and Wales, Scotland (1971-2021/2) and Chinese Census data (2000-2020), and public national surveys including Understanding Society in the UK and Chinese Family Panel Studies (CFPS), will be used to address the research questions. This PhD opportunity will provide training in quantitative methods including ﻿Multilevel Longitudinal Structural Equation Models and ﻿Geographically and Temporally Weighted Regression (GTWR) Models, using ﻿complex, large-scale spatial-temporal population datasets. 

Training and Support
Professor Finney and Dr He have extensive experience in the topic and methods of this PhD having published widely in this field. Supervision will take the form of weekly meetings of the research team in the initial phase, moving to fortnightly meetings. The student will be embedded in the large postgraduate research community of the School and will take part in Population and Health Research Group meetings which take place at least weekly. Additionally, the student will be affiliated to the Centre for Population Change with opportunities for training and networking. The student will enter the University’s GradSkills programme which, together with bespoke professional development, will provide holistic postgraduate research training.

Timeline
Year 1: 	Systematic literature review; professional development programme; data familiarity and access applications; draft research design chapter; conference poster presentation; 3 month review; 12 month review and School postgraduate conference participation.
Year 2: 	Finalise research design; data and analytical methods training courses; analyses with UK data; analyses with China data; potential internship/research visit to Chinese institution; ongoing professional development (including writing skills); initial write up on analytical chapters; conference presentation; School postgraduate conference participation.
Year 3: 	Finalise empirical analyses and analytical chapters; writing of discussion and conclusion chapters; conference presentation; ongoing professional development (including conclusion/dissemination skills); conference presentation(s); 36 month review and School postgraduation conference participation; finalise thesis and thesis submission.

Contact for enquiries and further information: Professor Nissa Finney Nissa.Finney@st-andrews.ac.uk and Dr Qiong He qh7@st-andrews.ac.uk 
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